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A Soldier 5 Down

The light has just begun,
Jt chases away the dark.
Men in a line, snaking thwough fivst light,
Fram the silence of sleep inte the day.

What lies afiead,
Nebody knews.
They leave the safety of base camp,
JIn single file they move.

U stream is gently burbiling its song,
They enter and cross the stream.
Emenge in an apen field,

What waits to their front is all unfnown,
They trust in their cemrades.
ey nemembien families and friends,
Fhese far away from fene and safe in their homes.

These brave young men walk inte the unfnewn,
Unfinown to them now but net for so long.
U wubilien plantation producer of wuw preduct and mase,
Jt is this plantation that some will teday call a final heme.

The finst shat nings cut and blast from the front,
The captain calls him fouvard and ashs for seme fie.
Fire fram the big guns awaiting his call,

Fine that may help bring them all safely fiome.

Und still they walk cn,
The smell is sa stwong ef gun powder and smoke,
The enemy is close and causing them pain,
One soldier falls anather is thexe in his vacant place.
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A Sdldier 35 Down

U call frem his boss and the captain steps to talk,

The conversation is shoxt but the censequences long.
The pause was near a trail in that wbibex plantation,
The enemy was neax, they watched and they waited.

Naw the air is hot as it wushes past,
Thexre is the sound of the tlast.
Dint and more now fill the aix,
Fte feels a thuol in his leg but sees moxe ta his front.

The captain turns toward him,
The leader’s expression is clear, he is feeling ne pain.
Fe falls te the ground witheut se much as a cuy,
The end of a life, a goed man is down.

What can equal the pain that will be felt far from fere,
Whe can explain te the loved enes why a seldier is gone?
U void is created a family will mourn,

The saldiens there with him will fight their way home.

s the day cames te an end,
Ugain they crass the burbiling stream.
This time it’s to safety,

But fewer neturn.

Unothier day will come seon,
Unother soldier will fall.
WL this fer a cause most den’t undewstand,
But they fight there together — ence a boy now a man.
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